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he was acting as assistant to the poet Seyyid Vehbf, who
was then cadi of that city. It so happened that just when
the news of the young Sunbul-zade's birth reached Aleppo
a son of Seyyid Vehbi died, whereupon the cadi besought
his assistant to give his own pseudonym of Vehbf to the
new-born child, so that, as he said, his name might abide
for a little longer in this fleeting world. And thus it came
about that the poet of the house of Sunbul-zade bears the
same pseudonym as he who wrote the inscription for Sultan
Ahmed's fountain. Such at least is the story told by Hayati
Efendi the commentator, who professes to have had it from
the poet himself.

Sunbul-zade Vehbf received his education at the hands
of the culema of his native town of Mercash; but, thinking
to better himself, he repaired to Constantinople where by
means of his qasfdas and chronograms he made himself
known to certain persons of influence, through whose assistance
he entered the order of cadis. His literary skill gradually
became known, and several important state documents were
given to him to draw up. These he executed with so much
ability that he attracted the attention and gained the patronage
of two powerful and discriminating statesmen, cOsman Efendi
of Yeni-Shehr and the Re'fs-ul-Kuttab Isma'fl Bey. These
gentlemen brought his work under the notice of Sultan Mustafa
III, as a result of which Vehbf was soon promoted to the
class of Master Clerks.

Early in the reign of the succeeding Sultan, GAbd-ul-
Hamfd I, in consequence of a dispute between cOmer Pasha,
the Ottoman governor of Baghdad, and Kerfm Khan-i-Zend,
the then de facto ruler of Persia, it became necessary
to send to the court of Isfahan an envoy well acquainted
with the Persian language. Vehbf was chosen for the duty,
and so he visited Persia in the capacity of Turkish envoy.